
ENGLISH III AP 

SUMMER READING 

2019 

The AP Language and Composition class will be a new experience.  It is different from most English classes 

you have taken before, in that you will be expected to analyze writing styles, develop sound reasoning and 

argument skills, deconstruct arguments, and examine the power of language.  Since so much of the class 

(and the exam!) is argument based, the more successful students have some knowledge of world and local 

issues to use in developing their claims.  We will spend a less time on fiction, reading only 3-4 novels during 

the year. 

 

PART ONE: The Atlantic  

 

Part One of the summer reading assignment is designed to introduce you to the entertaining, informative, and 

sometimes controversial world of short nonfiction (essays).  Your assignment is to buy or access at the Kamiak 

library website (directions follow), the July/August 2019 issue of The Atlantic (a magazine).  

 

Read every article. This may be 20 or 30, so one a day is MUCH better than the pain of procrastination- believe 

me!  You don’t need to read the letters to the editor regarding previous issues.  Read everything else.  If you’re 

reading the magazine on-line through the Kamiak library website, then you’ll read every article for that issue 

(July/August).  Be SURE to read the right months!  The website lists the issues in random order; I would cross 

reference with the paper edition (google this!) to avoid more work than is necessary.  I will ask the librarian to 

post the article list in the Kamiak Library site when she returns in late August.  As well, the first day of school, I 

will have a list of all the articles needed, so you can double check.  If for any reason, the Atlantic goes bankrupt, 

its writers strike, or there is no July publication, check the Kamiak Library website for updated materials 

HOWEVER still complete Part Two!!!  

 

ASSIGNMENT- As you’re reading, keep a NEATLY HANDWRITTEN COMPOSITION NOTEBOOK (this 

will be used throughout the year) in which you record the required responses.  Set up your notebook in any way 

that works best for you- but be sure to include all parts.  For every article, include the following: 

 

Author(s) and title 3-5 sentence summary as well as your favorite sentence or 
phrase and 1 sentence of why it was so.  Do NOT exceed these 
lengths!!!  Choose your words and syntax efficiently and 
effectively. 

 
SAMPLE: 

Author(s) and title Frazier, Mya. “The Data-Driven Parent”  

3-5 sentence summary This article explores the rise of apps that track the stages of 
growth and progress of infants and children.  The idea is that 
through tracking input and output, parents can determine 
whether or not their child is “normal”, and they can use the 
information for problem solving.  The article raised a number of 
possible objections, including the possibility of parents 
becoming even more obsessed. The most critical point was that 
data isn’t always as unbiased as it is assumed to be.  Be warned!   

Favorite sentence or phrase “More important, once the database is big enough, it will also 
let parents compare their baby with fellow users’ babies of the 
same age and gender.” The breeding of this type of competition 
is so frightening; imagine the anxiety of the upcoming 
generation! 



Atlantic in Ebsco Directions 

Go the Kamiak Library web page: https://www.mukilteoschools.org/domain/466 
Choose the link to Ebscohost on the right side of the page 

Your username and password at home are mukilteo and student 

Choose high school > MAS ultra > continue 

THEN, go to "publications" at top left. 

Search for Atlantic. Choose Atlantic. 

Go to issue list/years on right side and click on 2019, then choose appropriate issue- July/August. 

 

You will NOT need to print all the article.  I will give you a list for the major ones needed for class.  Two of these 

will be used extensively for class discussion and writing, but you will have time to print and refresh on the works 

beforehand.   
 

 

PART TWO: TEXT PAIRINGS  

 

Nickel and Dimed by Barbara Ehrenreich.  Read the introduction and any ONE of the three chapters.  I 

like “Scrubbing in Maine” best, but yes, it is the longest.   I think it reads the most quickly and has the 

best characters, however. 

https://www.humbleisd.net/cms/lib/TX01001414/Centricity/Domain/5915/Nickel-and-Dimed-Barbara-
Ehrenreich.pdf 
 
Then read, A TREATISE ON DOMESTIC ECONOMY (1841) “chapter I: The Peculiar Responsibilities 

of American Women” by Catharine E. Beecher 

http://www.columbia.edu/~lmg21/BC3180/beecher.html 

 

And lastly, The Story of an Hour by Kate Chopin 

http://www.katechopin.org/pdfs/Kate%20Chopin,%20The%20Story%20of%20an%20Hour.pdf 

ASSIGNMENT- Craft and TYPE* a 2-3 page “musing” (no formal organization needed) discussing a 

relationship you notice between these three pieces. This is purposely very open ended.  Use the 

knowledge of literature from the past few years and choose an angle.  The angle is your choice BUT it 

must have text support showing that you read the texts and understand the basics of each woman’s 

argument. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

This assignment is intended to give us a starting point for our discussions, analysis, and writing. 

This assignment (typed columns and musing) is due at the start of class Friday, September 13, 2019.  I 

highly recommend that you complete this assignment before school begins for several reasons: 1.Once 

school starts, you’ll have more homework; 2. If you don’t understand something about the assignment 

but you at least have the readings done, you would have time to clarify the assignment and still finish it 

in time. We will spend the first day on your questions. On Friday, you will be writing your first timed 

write utilizing one of the pieces, which I will identify on Thursday so you can brush up/reread.  It will be 

open document.  I will provide needed copies in case you read online, otherwise, bring your own.  -More 

to come on this the first two days of class. 

 

https://www.mukilteoschools.org/domain/466
https://www.humbleisd.net/cms/lib/TX01001414/Centricity/Domain/5915/Nickel-and-Dimed-Barbara-Ehrenreich.pdf
https://www.humbleisd.net/cms/lib/TX01001414/Centricity/Domain/5915/Nickel-and-Dimed-Barbara-Ehrenreich.pdf
http://www.columbia.edu/~lmg21/BC3180/beecher.html
http://www.katechopin.org/pdfs/Kate%20Chopin,%20The%20Story%20of%20an%20Hour.pdf


Submission: Submit Part One in a Composition Notebook.  Submit Part Two via Turnitin.com as well as 

in print copy of Clearly label all pages and sections (Part One, Part Two).  Be sure your name is on the 

top page. *Essay musing done in MLA format.  Times New Roman, 12 point, double spaced 

Due: Friday, September 13 upon entry to class.   

Grading: The notebook graded on the summaries being readable and complete while the musings, clear 

and thoughtful.  If it is so and you followed all directions, it will likely earn full credit.  The discussion 

will be based on observations of author bias, setting, style.  The essay will be graded on your ability to 

analyze an author’s argument, which should be basic as we have NOT learned any specific skills yet this 

year- ie. I expect skill level to be that of a student completing English II Honors.  All academic policies 

from The Kamiak Student Handbook are applicable as this will be submitted during the school year. 

 

Point Value: 40 total- 20 points notebook;10 points discussions;10 first essay.  While this may not seem 

like many points, major tests in this course are approximately 40-50 points and essays are 40-75.  This is 

considered a large grade in the first quarter. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Please cut and insert this in the front of your Composition Notebook for scoring. 

 

NAME _________________________________________________ 

PERIOD _________ 

 

 

_______/10 Part One        

 -completion   

 -accuracy 

 -identification and explanation of favorite piece 

-adherence to length requirements  

 

_______/10 Part Two 

 -insight 

 -clarity 

 -demonstration of comprehension of all three texts 

 - grammar accuracy- MLA8 format and English II skill level 

 

 

_______/20 Total  

 

COMMENTS: 


